
Queen’s Award for  
Voluntary Service

Mustard Tree was presented with the 
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service 
in recognition of the work we do to 
provide essential services to meet the 
needs of people from across Greater 
Manchester who are homeless, 
marginalised and vulnerable. 

The Queen’s Award for Voluntary 
Service is given for outstanding 
achievement by groups of volunteers 
who regularly devote their time to 
helping others in the community, 
improving the quality of life and 

opportunity for others and providing 
an outstanding service. Mustard 
Tree is supported by hundreds of 
volunteers ranging from young 
people to corporate CEO’s and entire 
businesses. 

Adrian said “We are delighted to have 
been recognised for this award. It 
has been a privilege to have offered 
support to so many people at their 
time of need and vulnerability, and 
whilst that would have been reward 
enough, to be the recipients of the 
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service is 
a huge encouragement.” 

A big thank you to every one of you 
who has played a part in making 
Mustard Tree what it is today. This 
award is your award - we really 
couldn’t do what we do without you.

Building transfer  
Celebration 

On Saturday May 17 Mustard Tree 
celebrated what will surely be one of 
the most defining moments in its 20-
year history. We have become official 
owners of 110 Oldham Road, our 

warehouse facility headquarters in 
Ancoats. For nine years we had rented 
the premises, until recently, when the 
building’s owner, Anthony Preston, 
made the immensely charitable 
gesture of donating it to us.

It is an act of great generosity that will 
have a hugely positive impact on the 
lives of the homeless and marginalised 
that Mustard Tree helps every day. 
It means we now have long-term 
security and can really look to invest in 
the building for the future. 

To mark the occasion, we invited 
people to take a tour of the building 
and meet our staff and volunteers, as 
well as providing a buffet prepared by 
one of our ex clients. The event was 
attended by around 200 people, from 
volunteers past and present, clients, 
supporters, and corporate supporters. 

Adrian said of the new ownership: 
“Due to the remarkable generosity 
of the Preston Family our main 
Manchester facilities are now secure, 
and with the continued help, support 
and favour of our many friends and 
partners, we are here for the long 

haul. The need for Mustard Tree is 
greater today than it ever has been. 
This donation is an absolute game 
changer for us and has come just 
at the right time. We are already 
planning how we will complete a 
necessary refurb and best utilise this 
incredible asset for the future.”

Mustard Tree,  
Little Hulton

Following the granting of the 
necessary planning permission 
for change of use of the Brierley 
Community Centre, we are now only 
weeks away from opening a new base 
and home in Little Hulton, Salford.

We have been so encouraged by 
the support of key partners such as 
City West Housing Trust, Salford City 
Council and Churches Together, and 
we are looking forward to establishing 
ourselves as part of the network 

of likeminded people and agencies 
who are working in this significantly 
disadvantaged community. Mustard 
Tree is passionate about seeking long 
term solutions and discovering how 
we can play a part in boosting the local 
social economy.

As a priority we will be looking to grow 
our volunteer and supporter base in 
the Little Hulton, Salford and Bolton 
area, and so Ian and Jim who will be 
heading up this development, would 
love to hear from you if you are able 
to play any part in this new part of our 
work and journey.

StandFirm 

StandFirm is a social business 
(Community Interest Company), 
established as a commercial 
enterprise to secure employment, 
training and an additional income 
stream for Mustard Tree.
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Creating choice and opportunity 
for people who are homeless  
and marginalised...
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Please spare 
a thought for 
Manchester’s 
homeless,and 
maybe a little 
money, food,  
clothing or  
furniture too?

Charity No.1135192
Head Office, The Preston Centre -  
110 Oldham Road, Ancoats,  
Manchester, M4 6AG

T. 0161 228 7331
E. info@mustardtree.co.uk  
W. www.mustardtree.org.uk

StandFirm trades in the waste 
management sector and has slowly 
grown over the past 12-18 months. 
We recently had the benefit of a 2 
day management consultancy visit 
from a Price Waterhouse Cooper 
team who researched our activities, 
‘grilled’ our Board and a number of 
our staff, and then produced a strategy 
document that points the way ahead 
for StandFirm.

It was a rewarding and fascinating 
process, and will undoubtedly help us 
over our next phase of growth. They 
also spoke of their appreciation of 
the work being carried out by both 
StandFirm and Mustard Tree and 
our hope is that they too will have 
benefited from their interaction with 
us. Not all was work and no play 
though! As an evening at Dimitris in 
Manchester proved!

Freedom Project  

The Freedom Project is our flagship 20 
week personalised life skills and work 
readiness programme which aims to 
improve well-being and employability 
for people who are homeless, 
vulnerable and marginalised.

It helps build confidence, motivation, 
stability and employability in each 
participant, and acts as a stepping-

stone for each client to make 
progress towards their own goals and 
ambitions. Through a combination 
of personalised support - including 
work experience, 1:1 mentoring, and 
access to our in-house training and 
creative programmes - individuals 
are supported to gain stability, beat 
addictions, increase in confidence and 
prepare for gaining employment or 
accessing further volunteering. 

Over the past 12 months 32 
clients have succeeded in gaining 
employment through our programmes. 
One of our clients gaining work this 
month said, “‘Through Mustard Tree 
I’ve been able to give up drinking. 
Before starting the project my 
confidence was so low I would never 
have gone for an interview – now I 
have and I’m starting a job!” More 
information about the programme can 
be found on our website:  
www.mustardtree.org.uk under  
‘What we do’.


