
New addition to  
the team

We are delighted to have recruited 

Julia to the team in the vital role 

of Bookkeeper. Julia joins us with a 

wealth of knowledge and expertise in 

financial management and accounts.

Having worked for 18 years with 

the global business and financial 

management company Ernst & Young 

as Operational Manager (Tax) - North 

Region, she brings the necessary skills 

and experience to support Mustard 

Tree’s development of its financial 

systems and processes and will ensure 

that we are fit for purpose for future 

growth and development.

Julia of course is already well known 

to Mustard Tree family having been 

a core member of our Creative 

Programmes Team for some time, and 

having personally set up the Knitting 

& Crochet Group and also co founded 

the Craft Group with Dot; you can see 

some of the great results of the Craft 

Groups work in the mosaics on the 

outside of our Ancoats base and in our 

Community Garden. She continues 

to take an active leadership role in 

these groups, which have the goal of 

providing a safe space in which people 

are able to relax and be creative, which 

leads to increased self-confidence, 

self-esteem and improved health and 

wellbeing.

In addition Julia has a BSc hons 

in psychology from Manchester 

Metropolitan University and is 

interested in community psychology 

which seeks to improve the lives 

of marginalised and disadvantaged 

people. She is also a graduate member 

of the British Psychological Society and 

their Community Psychology section.

 You can see why we are delighted that 

Julia is part of the team!  

The empty shop 
begins to be emptied  

The Empty Shop which was hosted in 

Manchester Arndale in January 2014 

and was a first for the UK, received 

two tonnes of donated clothes from 

local people, stylists and bloggers.

On Saturday 5th April, these high 

end fashion statements graced our 

shop floor, filling the two floors of 

Mustard Tree.  We opened the doors 

to offer the Northern Quarter the 

best bargains that money could buy 

and couldn’t have expected a warmer 

welcome from hungry fashionistas. 

Whilst customers explored clothes rails 

and discovered new accessories, local 

DJ and van driver Haydn Smith kept 

the mood alive with a great selection 

of music. Our volunteers also turned 

into ‘fashionable’ shop assistants too 

with their support throughout the day.  

Customers left with bags of clothing 

and donated generously to Mustard 

Tree, raising a total of £1,500 towards 

our work supporting the homeless and 

marginalised across Manchester. 

A big thank you to everyone that 

made this event possible… fashionistas 

keep your eyes peeled for our next 

emptying!  

A lifeline 

Mustard Tree isn’t just about offering 

physical support to the homeless, 

what’s really important to us is the 

counselling service we provide.

We have qualified and experienced 

counsellors – Melanie Camu, Heidi 

and Angela – who give up their own 

time to run the service for three 

days a week.  They give one-to-one 

professional counselling to those who 

have additional barriers to moving on 

in life, such as homelessness, mental 

health issues, addiction recovery or a 

criminal record, which is part of our 

Freedom and Dignity Projects.

 

We are extremely grateful to 
Melanie, Heidi and Angela for 
all they bring to our clients.

The first person counselled was in 

April 2011 and the service has grown 

from strength to strength, with 35 

people’s lives transformed through 

our counselling service, which is often 

described as a lifeline by our clients.

 

Paint like Picasso 

Mustard Tree is excited to introduce a 

new art studio dubbed “Picasso” due 

to its overall feel and light quality.

We have four different classes each 

week, along with a painting and 

drawing class run by our creative 

director Graham, a creative writing 

class and a craft group led by Dot and  

Julia who are working with their team 

to create a giant mosaic.

We are thrilled to host our regular 

Monday drop in sessions for our 

volunteers who are keen to explore 

their creativity for a couple of hours in 
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an inspiring and open space; a hidden 

creative area in Manchester that is 

waiting to be discovered by our clients.

 

Dull days transformed 

One of the core aims of Mustard 

Tree is to provide opportunities for 

our clients to build their confidence 

through learning and practical 

training.

Since September,  we have been 

offering training courses including 

Beginners’ IT, Customer Services 

and English for Speakers of Other 

Languages (ESOL), which are  

designed to engage marginalised 

individuals from local communities 

and equip them with practical and 

vocational skills. 

We’re delighted that 21 clients have 

completed a training course since 

September and are breaking barriers 

to help point them in the right 

direction. One of the students said:

“Before I joined the Customer 
Service course every day was 
dull. The course has given me 
new skills and I really look 
forward to each session.”

Many thanks to Val, our skills trainer 

and our dedicated team of ESOL tutors 

and volunteers who support and care 

for all our learners.  

Keep up the great work!

With the flick of switch 

We recently partnered with City West 

Housing Trust who fitted Mustard 

Tree’s Eccles shop with much needed  

new lighting. 

A big thank you goes to Jason Farell, 

contracts officer, and his team of 

electricians, who kindly volunteered 

their time by giving up their Saturday 

and installing new energy saving 

halogen lighting. 
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This will save us money for us to use 

where it’s really needed within  

the charity.

Thank you to Travis Perkins builder 

merchants who also donated 

equipment. You can now see the shop  

in all of Mustard Tree’s  vintage glory!

Mustard Tree has  
a permanent home 

Due to the remarkable generosity 

of the Preston Family, we are now 

the official owners of our extensive 

Manchester base.

Anthony Preston has been our 

Landlord since we first started using 

a part of the building back in August 

2005. As Mustard Tree’s work and 

operations expanded we occupied 

more and more of the building which 

had started its life as the premises 

for the Preston family’s hardware 

distribution business back in 1955.

Anthony’s grandfather and father 

ran the business for many years and 

Anthony helped out in the early 80’s 

before he went on to found Pets at 

Home, the national pet products 

retailer. Last year Anthony made it 

known to us that it was his family’s 

intention to gift Mustard Tree the 

building and thereby ensure our long 

term sustainability. 

Please spare 
a thought for 
Manchester’s  
homeless,and 
maybe a little 
money, food, 
clothing or  
furniture too?
Charity No.1135192  

Head Office: 110 Oldham Road,  

Ancoats, Manchester M4 6AG 
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This is an absolute game changer for 

us and has come just at the right time. 

We are already planning how we will 

complete a necessary refurb and best 

utilise this incredible asset for  

the future.  

 

As a mark of our huge 
gratitude and in order to 
honour the history behind 
this gift we are to name our 
newly acquired home and 
headquarters…  
The Preston Centre.  
 

As a friend and supporter of Mustard 

Tree you are warmly invited to join 

us for a celebration and a naming 

ceremony on Saturday 17 May 1.00 

– 3.00pm for food, speeches and an 

opportunity to view our home and see 

a little of what we do from this great 

facility and what we have planned for 

the future. 

In order to manage the catering for 

the day, please send your RSVP to 

communications@mustardtree.co.uk, 

along with how many people will be 

attending by Thursday 15 May.


