
Manchester homeless and marginalised people's charity 
announces an exclusive concert in an unusual venue. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
Homeless charity Mustard Tree will be hosting a fundraising event on Friday 19th July at St Ann’s 
Church featuring Kathryn West lyric soprano and the choir of St Ann’s Church . 
 
St Ann’s Church, St Ann’s Square, Manchester, M2 7LF. Friday 19th July 2013, 19:00. 
 
Residents and visitors to Manchester city centre are invited to experience the beautiful sound of 
Kathryn West and the choir of St Ann’s Church in this one off evening aimed at raising 
money for Manchester based charity – Mustard Tree.  
 
St. Ann's church is a beautiful 300 hundred year old venue, in the heart of the city, a 
stone’s throw from Manchester’s well known Piccadilly Garden’s.  
 
Entitled ‘Simple Gifts’,  Kathryn West will perform songs by composers such as Aaron 
Copland, Gershwin and Cole Porter and St Ann’s Choir will perform songs by composers 
such as NAMES. During the evening, Adrian Nottingham, CEO of Mustard Tree will talk 
about why Mustard Tree is such an important l ifeline to those who access it and why the 
need on their services is in great  demand. Adrian Nottingham, Mustard Tree CEO says 
“We are very pleased to be working with St Ann’s Church on this summer awareness and fundraising 
event. Regrettably, debt, poverty and homelessness are increasing month on month and the need for 
Mustard Tree’s services is greater than ever before. Please join us as we raise valuable funds for this 
lifesaving work”. 
 
Kathryn is a lyric soprano from Cumbria recently graduated from the Royal Northern College of Music, 
under the tuition of Sarah Rhodes. Kathryn takes an active interest in performing contemporary 
classical vocal music, and has recently performed composer Aaron Parker’s piece for voice and piano, 
‘Nocturne’ which was written expressly for her and had its international premier in November 2011 at 
the RNCM to much acclaim. Kathryn is also dedicated to performing French Art Song and has had 
recent public performances of Ravel’s ‘Cinq Melodies Populaires Grecques’ and ‘Deux mélodies 
hébraïques’ and is due to perform Debussy’s ‘Ariettes Oubliées’ and Poulenc’s ‘Fiancailles Pour Rire’ in 
the Summer of 2013. Kathryn says “I wanted to work with a local charity that supported the people in 
society who are most vulnerable and marginalised. I found the work of Mustard Tree particularly 
inspiring as there seems to be an emphasis on providing training and opportunities that help people 
gain the confidence, inspiration and skills they need to support themselves in the future. I always see 
homeless people in Manchester, its very distressing to see and I saw this as an excellent opportunity 
to raise money and awareness of this on-going societal problem”.  
 
Tickets are available via www.mustardtreesimplegifts.eventbrite.co.uk .   
 
Contact: 
Soraya Sheikh 
soraya@mustardtree.co.uk 
Mustard Tree, 110 Oldham Road, Ancoats, Manchester, M4 6AG 
07841 203978  
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Notes for Editors:  
 
Mustard Tree was established as a charity in 1994 by Dave and Shona Smith who started simply by taking food and drink onto 
the streets and spending time listening to those sleeping rough.  The charity is now based in a 25,000 ft warehouse in Ancoats, 
along with a branch in the heart of Eccles Precinct and has just over 14,000 registered clients from across the Greater 
Manchester area. The majority of the charity’s clients are referred from statutory agencies such as Manchester City Council 
teams, the Probation Service, the NHS and housing associations. Mustard Tree exists to create choice and opportunity for 

http://www.mustardtreesimplegifts.eventbrite.co.uk/
mailto:soraya@mustardtree.co.uk


people who are homeless and marginalised by providing both crisis intervention in the form of food, clothing and furniture, and 
also sustainable support and development in the form of life skills and work ready programmes. In 2012 Mustard Tree was 
presented with a Sieff Award by national organisation Business in the Community, recognising the charity’s collaboration with 
business for the benefit of society. 
 
Kathryn took up singing lessons at the age of 12 with local soprano Rachel Little. She was lucky to attend a very musical school 
and became involved in numerous musical activities at school and within the community. Kathryn sang with the Brewery Youth 
Jazz Orchestra for 4 years and also sang with the school samba band and was a member of several choirs. She applied for Music 
College at 18 and gained a place at the Royal Northern College of Music, where she has been studying for the past 4 years. 
Kathryn performs regularly as a soloist and enjoys being involved in musical activities in the community and raising money for 
local charities.  
 
St Ann’s Church was consecrated in July 1712.  At this time the town was beginning to grow and develop - the current Cathedral 
was the only existing church. St Ann’s is built in a fashionable late-seventeenth-century style using stone from the nearby 
Collyhurst quarry. The church was remodelled by Alfred Waterhouse during the last part of the nineteenth century and this 
resulted in the chancel being raised, and the addition of side vestries, a Lady Chapel and stained-glass windows. The church is 
literally at the centre of the city - surveyors use a marking on the side of the tower to measure distances. The building has 
luckily survived the air raids of the Second World War and the IRA bomb of 1996. After 300 years of use the church is still a 
vibrant place of worship and plays host for many important musical and cultural events. It is a popular spot for tourists, 
shoppers, city-centre workers, and, of course, local parishioners. 
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