
Faith at work, rebuilding lives

A few words from Adrian Nottingham, our new Chief Executive 'For several 
years I have observed, supported and admired the work of the Mustard Tree as it 
has sought to improve and rebuild the lives of the homeless and marginalised 
people of Manchester. I feel both honoured and humbled to be given the 
opportunity to join the team of staff, volunteers and supporters. Previously I have 
worked in the health sector, local government, and in the voluntary sector. I love 
being part of a team and am inspired by what can be achieved by good people 
with a clear vision and a 'can do' attitude. I look forward to seeing and hearing 
more stories of hope and transformation emerge as the Mustard Tree continues 
to do what it is 'called' to do.' 

There was a nice 'leaving present' for our outgoing CEO Paul Wenham, when he 
accepted the Business In The Community Sieff Award, recognising Mustard 
Tree's collaboration with business for the benefit of our local communities. Paul 
said "I am chuffed to accept this award on behalf of the whole Mustard Tree team. 
We have the privilege of working with a range of local businesses who add huge 
value to what we do. We are committed to seeing people from all walks of life 
working together and making Greater Manchester a better place to live'. "After 10 
years of being involved with Mustard Tree, firstly as volunteer and for the last 5 
years as CEO, I am moving on. I have seen Mustard Tree grow into what it is 
today; a dynamic, exciting and life changing charity. I have absolutely loved my 
time here and will be sorry to leave but feel that now is a time for Mustard Tree to 
step into its next stage of development. 

The New Year got off to a great start with 
the grand opening of a new branch of 
Mustard Tree in Eccles. The shop, on 
Southway, was opened by the Lord Mayor 
and Lady Mayoress of Salford, seen here 
with Mustard Tree CEO Paul Wenham.

A big thank you to the team from John 
Lewis (pictured) for all their help in giving 
the new shop floor a complete makeover.

The opening of the Eccles branch means 
that Mustard Tree’s services are more 
accessible for people living in 
Salford—and it has been doing a roaring 
trade!

The shop is at 15 Southway, Eccles.
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After this issue the Mustard Tree newsletter will only be coming out twice a year, instead of quarterly as it is 
now. This is in order to help keep costs down, and we hope you will understand. We are planning to set up an 
e-newsletter in the near future - if you would like to be included in the mailing list for this, please let us have 
your email address to: lydia@mustardtree.co.uk / communications@mustardtree.co.uk 

In the meantime, you can always keep up to date with events at Mustard Tree by checking us out on Facebook 
or Twitter, and of course on our web site: www.mustardtree.co.uk 

Please join us in prayer

• Thank God for our new Eccles branch which is meeting the needs in Eccles.

• For our volunteers : their personal struggles and difficulties and waiting for their asylum appeal/finding jobs.

• For donations of food and harvest collection for our store to come in as food poverty is increasing.

There are two new 
faces on the Mustard 
Tree staff team:
  
Resources Assistant 
Danny Jones (left),  and 
Haydn Smith (right)  
who is our new van 
driver. 

Both Danny and Haydn 
worked as volunteers at 
Mustard Tree before 
getting paid jobs here.
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If there is one thing that is absolutely central to the work of Mustard Tree, it's people. Our work is
about helping improve and rebuild the lives of people who are often in terrible situations - and we
certainly couldn't do that without the help of other people. 

Rudo is one of many asylum seekers who volunteer at Mustard Tree. She 
suffered at the hands of Mugabe's intelligence services because of her work with 
the Zimbabwean Council of Churches. She arrived here in 2001 on a 6 month 
visa, and stayed on after it expired. Scared she would be deported, she lived in 
hiding for 8 years. In 2009 she was encouraged to apply for asylum by friends, 
but her claim was refused. She finally won the appeal and right to stay in the UK 
last year, and can now move on with her life without fear. Her role at Mustard Tree 
involves helping clients looking for furniture, clothing and food. She also 
volunteers at other organisations including WAST and Refugee Action, and is 
hoping to train to be a counsellor 

Haydn left school with no qualifications. He did an apprenticeship in painting and 
decorating, but got in with the wrong crowd. At 20, he got into drugs which soon 
took control of his life. After ten years of being in and out of jail for drug related 
offences, he put himself into rehab, where he spent two years coming off drugs. 
He went back to prison after a relapse in 2002. After coming out this time, he was 
signposted to the Mustard Tree and joined the Freedom Project in November 
2010. In January 2012, he got a paid driving position here. "It was hard to adjust, 
but the Mustard Tree helped me believe I could change. I got my own flat and in 
January 2012, I got a paid driving position at the Mustard Tree." For me the job is 
not about money, but about living a normal life; I'm no longer taking drugs or 
causing harm to others. I look forward to each new day. 

Muffy (Rahim) is a very educated man, who has left family and friends to seek 
asylum in the country. He has been volunteering at Mustard Tree for a year now, 
and works mainly in the office dealing with clients buying furniture and other 
items. Despite all the problems and difficulties which are going on in his own life, 
Muffy turns up at Mustard Tree to serve those less fortunate than most in this 
country - but not necessarily as unfortunate as his difficult state of affairs. 

Despite facing problems because of physical disabilities and anxiety, Audrey 
started at Mustard Tree more than a year ago, and now volunteers full time. She 
has worked in the basement area, on the shop floor, and eventually decided she 
was better suited to office work. She has overcome the odds to become our 
Volunteer Office Supervisor, and regularly deputises for the Office Manager. As 
well as organising collections and deliveries of furniture to and from Mustard Tree 
and answering telephone queries, she also supports other volunteers who are 
learning office procedures. This has given her a lot more confidence and taught 
her ways of dealing with her stress levels to become efficient in what she does. 

Mustard Tree People The Year So Far
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